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GHADA AMER RECONTEXTUALIZES QR CODES IN NEW LONDON EXHIBITION 
BY SHAWN GHASSEMITARI 
December 11, 2023 

Egyptian artist Ghada Amer has recontextualized the QR code in a new solo exhibition at London’s Goodman Gallery. 
Born in Cairo and now based in New York City, Amer is typically known for creating striking mixed-media artwork 
that centers the female body as a “battleground” to explore themes pertaining identity, sexuality and Islamic culture. 
 
In QR CODES REVISITED, however, she tapped into the ubiquity of what has now become a common form of language 
to meditate on how we universally communicate across cultures in the present. Mapped across the gallery space are 
a series of new woven tapestries that appear like mazes made of patchwork lettering in both English and Arabic. 
Hidden beneath each geometric layer are messages of prominent feminist voices from Eastern and Western activists 
— such as Simone de Beauvoir and Amina Sboui. 
 
Within the Arabic text, the words “Freedom,” “Love,” “Security,” and “Peace” appear repeatedly to challenge the 
audiences “assumptions”, according to the gallery, around the connotations surrounding Islamic culture — serving as 
a reminder that these words are just as integral to the well-being of Arab societies. 
 
“I don’t like QR codes,” Amer admits. “It’s an image that doesn’t mean anything and they are everywhere. I decided 
to develop these QR codes, but to give them a kind of meaning or to embed a code…a message you have to decipher.” 
The exhibition will be on view in London until December 22. 

https://ghadaamer.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=19&v=8nyGP7W_AoE&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fsearch%3Fq%3DGhada%2BAmer%26oq%3DGhada%2BAmer%26aqs%3Dchrome..69i57j69i60.112j0j7%26sourceid%3Dchrome%26ie%3DUTF-8&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.goodman-gallery.com/exhibitions/london-gallery-ghada-amer-qr-codes-revisited-london

